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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I trust that this finds you all well as we rapidly approach the end of term this Friday. Naturally, in some 
ways, this is a relief and yet in others it serves as a stark reality check of how much there is still to do 
to prepare for full school re-opening in September.  
 
As you know by now, our preparations are well underway and it has been good to meet with several of 
you this week to discuss the rationale for our approach as we strive, above all, to ensure that the school 
is a safe and secure place to welcome the students back in the first instance. I am sure that you would 
agree that this is of paramount importance, given all the speculation about a potential second rise in 
cases of infection. There is an enormous amount to do in terms of preparing both the site and staff for 
the new way of working. New rules about pupil movement, new classroom layouts and all the measures 
to be taken for health and hygiene, to mention but a few. Our phased return gives us a proper chance 
at least to ensure that we are both ready but also, importantly, excited and confident to welcome back 
your child/children. Please find attached clear timings of the first days of term for the respective year 
groups. Please also note that school photographs are provisionally booked for the 7th and 8th 
September, so full school uniform will need to be worn, as previously mentioned. 
 
This week, it has been wonderful to welcome back Years 7 and 8 through the gates. I am delighted 
that, by the end of term, we will have offered face to face support for all students currently on roll at the 
school. I think this is a real strength and it has certainly been a vital exercise in enabling us to gauge 
the scope of support that will be required by students for a full school return in September. I would like 
to thank the very many parents who have thanked us in recent days and expressed appreciation for 
the way the school has operated throughout the pandemic. It is always a pleasure and a privilege to 
serve the students of Oakwood and their families and we will continue to endeavour to “get it right” as 
we get accustomed to working in the new normal. Your support and positivity goes a long way to making 
it so very worthwhile! 
 
This morning, I had tremendous pleasure in recording the virtual end of year assembly which will be 
available to view on our school website from tomorrow, together with a wonderful rendition from the 
irrepressible Oakwood Staff Band. My thanks to all colleagues who helped to pull of this together….all 
I can say is ENJOY! 
 
Please see attached a Wellbeing letter from Mr Easlick and the Safeguarding Team. My thanks, as 
ever, to them all for pulling this together and I trust that families will find the information within useful as 
they prepare for school return in September. 
 
And finally, it just remains for me to wish you all a very happy and restful summer. It would not be any 
form of exaggeration to say that the last few months have provided us all with a significant challenge 
and test of character! Allowing myself a moment of reflection, I can honestly say that the response of 
Oakwood School to these unprecedented times has been made possible due to the collegiality, 
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resilience and passion of this unique and wonderful school community. So thank you for your support, 
long may it continue and I will be very excited to be up and running (at full speed!) in September. 
My very best wishes to you all. 
 
Onward and upward! 

 
Mr S Potten 
Headteacher 
 


