
Design Technology FAQ  

 

Will I be making all the time?  

In Y10 it is mostly theory work to build your knowledge with short practical projects to improve your 

workshop skills. 

In Y11 you will have 10 hours to complete the making of your GCSE product with the rest of the time 

spent in researching, designing and developing your product. 

 

Is there an exam?  

Yes, the DT exam is made up of 50% written exam and 50% coursework (NEA). The written exam is 2 

hours and completed at the end of Y11. The coursework will be completed in Y11 and consists of a 

portfolio of work containing how you researched, designed, developed and made your GCSE 

product. The portfolio will be created using PowerPoint. 

There will be 2-hour mock exams in Y10 and Y11.  

There will regular tests in Y10 to check your knowledge on the theory topics 

 

Will I have to spend a lot of time outside of lesson to complete the work?  

You will be set HW every week which will take 30/40 minutes to complete.  

In Y11 for your coursework (NEA) you will need to complete some work at home 

There will also will be afterschool GCSE coursework catch-up sessions if you fall behind in your work 

 

Will I have to buy anything?  

Yes, there will be a cost towards the materials you will need for your practical work 

 

What equipment will I need?  

You will not anything extra apart from your normal school equipment e.g., pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, 

etc. It would help to have colouring pencils at home 

 

Do I need to be good at drawing?  

No but you need to be creative. You will be taught how to improve your sketching/drawing skills. 

You will also be designing using computer software like 2DDesign, SketchUp and Photoshop.  

 

What kind of things will I be doing?  



In Y10, it will be mostly completed the theory topics for DT with short projects on improving your 

practical skills. Some of the theory topics you will be learning about are new developments in 

technology, energy generation, environmental issues, manufacturing, materials and their properties. 

This will help prepare you for the written exam which is worth 50% of your exam. 

In Y11 you will focus on coursework which is 50% of your exam. You will be given a project brief by 

the exam board. You will research, generate ideas, develop ideas, make a prototype and evaluate 

your project. This will be started in September of Y11 with a final deadline in March.  

 

What kind of homework’s will I have?  

In Y10 you will be set HW each week. You will have regular end of topic tests and will need to revise 

for these tests. You will also need to revise for Mock exams at the end of Y10 

In Y11 you will complete an aspect of your coursework that has been started in class each week e.g., 

researching your customer base or sketching ideas. You will a need to revise for Mock exams 

midway through Y11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


