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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

English Language and English Literature are taught as individual GCSE 

qualifications. A variety of writing styles are developed for different 

purposes and audiences and there are final examinations in both subjects; 

however, students are assessed throughout the course using practice 

papers, assessments and a variety of teaching strategies.  

 

THE COURSE 

The approach we adopt ensures that the students find the course lively, enjoyable and challenging. We 

cater for the needs of every student, supporting and extending them in their work.  More able students, 

and those with literacy support needs, are catered for within the grouping structure, and are reviewed at 

regular intervals.  

 

All assessment is now undertaken through terminal examinations.  There are no longer any controlled 

assessments or tiers of entry.  

 

Over the course of their three year GCSE course, English Language and Literature are taught 

collaboratively.   Texts to be studied for GCSE are A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and Macbeth.    

 

At the end of the three years in Year 11, students will have two exams for English Language and two 

exams for English Literature.  

   English Language Exam Paper 1: (80 marks) 50% of G.C.S.E. 

• Reading:  students must show understanding of an unseen fiction text.  

• Writing: students must choose one task from a choice of either descriptive or narrative writing.    

 

English Language Exam Paper 2: (80 marks)  50% of G.C.S.E 

• Reading: students must show understanding of 2 unseen non-fiction texts. (40 MARKS) 

• Writing: students must answer one point of view and opinion question based on a statement.  (40 

MARKS) 

• Speaking and Listening is done throughout the course but does not count towards the G.C.S.E. 

grade. 

 

English Literature Exam Paper 1: (64 marks) 40% of G.C.S.E. 

• Shakespeare (Macbeth): students must answer one question on their studied Shakespeare play 

using an extract.  

• 19th Century novel (A Christmas Carol) :  students must answer one question on their studied 

novel using an extract.    

 

English Literature Exam Paper 2: (96 marks) 60% of G.C.S.E. 

• Modern texts (An Inspector Calls):  students must answer one essay question from a choice of two 

on their studied modern prose or drama text.    

• Poetry: students must write a comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and 

one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster that they have studied.  

• Unseen poetry: students will answer one question on each of two unseen poems and one 

comparative question. 
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