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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Each year many of our students leave school to take advanced studies in Art and Design at Sixth Form 

or Art Colleges.  We are proud to have stayed in touch with many former students now successfully 

working in the Creative Industries - Art, Design., Photography, Film, Fashion and Textiles industries as 

well as many using visual skills in all other areas of employment. 
 

THE COURSE 
 

We offer an Art and Design GCSE which allows students to work in a variety of 

media.  The course consists of painting, drawing, mixed media, printing, design 

and three dimensional studies.  The work of other artists and designers will be 

researched as an integral part of the course and students are expected to visit 

London Galleries and/or local exhibitions. 

 

Students get credit for experimenting and exploring the possibilities of different 

materials and must work across at least 2 disciplines, e.g. Painting and Drawing, Print Making, Textiles, 

Sculpture, etc. 

 

Topics for study have included:  Natural and Urban Environment, Fragments, Reflections  – but they 

change each year. 

 

An examination in Year 10 and a mock examination in Year 11 will be set so that students become 

adept at planning their work and their time.  These will become part of the Personal Portfolio. Exams in 

Art and Design are structured as a period of preparation of approximately three months and a sustained 

period of study lasting two days to create the final artwork. 

 

COURSEWORK/ASSESSMENT 
 

In order to complete the course students will be required to submit: 

Course Component:  

1.  Personal Portfolio                              60% of the marks 

2.  Supporting studies and the resulting work from a ten hour sustained study     40% of the marks 

 

The work will be assessed at an exhibition of students’ work at the school, which will be submitted for 

marking, including work journals.  It is important to note that ALL work done over the 2 years 

including homework is assessed as part of the final GCSE. 

 

Homework is a minimum of 90 minutes each week and students are also expected to spend time in 

the Art Department after school on a regular basis. 

 

The assessment objectives test the students’ ability to: 

 

• Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

• Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media materials 

techniques and processes. 

• Record Ideas observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

• Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 
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SUPPORTING YOUR WORK 

 

A work journal will form the student’s visual diaries of ideas and starting points for making art and 

students will need a range of inexpensive materials to work on this at home.  It would be helpful for 

students to have access to a digital camera, or phone with similar functions, for conducting research.  All 

students are expected to make use of museums and galleries to contextualise their own work and 

guidance will be given for students to make visits in their own time. 

 

Art work can provide a necessary balance to subjects traditionally accepted as being more academic.  

Although the required commitment in terms of time is significantly more than other subjects, the nature 

of the work is different from other subjects in that it has a high practical content.  There is no written 

examination. 

 

The department achieves an excellent percentage of passes between the grades 4 – 9 and pupils will 

produce a portfolio of work of which equips them well for entry to 16+ courses. 

 

A large proportion of Oakwood students go on to careers using Art and Design and we are well served 

locally with good further education provision. 


