
Adaptations for Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals during 

2021/22 confirmed14 September 2021 
 

The adaptations can be found below, updated to reflect the detail from the consultation decisions. 

 

Adaptations are available to all students regardless of which year they complete their qualification, 

however, the adaptations can only be used in the academic year 2021/22.  

• Reduction in the number of assessments of moderated units due to lost learning 

If teachers need to free up time spent on assessment to help address students’ loss of learning, we will 

allow a reduction in the number of assessments taken of moderated units as we first announced in 

December 2020. Delivering the content is vital for your students’ progression and all content must be 

taught for the units due to be taken in 2021/22. We will ask schools and colleges to provide 

confirmation of this. 

 

• Adaptations to take account of remaining public health guidance 

For Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals, that’s permission to produce work from 

home and to use unit-level adaptations such as alternative forms of evidence e.g. professional 

discussion in place of performance.  

 

We will shortly be republishing our unit-level adaptation guidance. For Cambridge Nationals in Creative 

iMedia, Cambridge Nationals in Information Technologies and Cambridge Technicals in IT, we will also 

be adding more detail of software which could be used to support assessment from home or within 

class bubbles. 

 

Reminder: Unit level teacher assessed grades from 2020/21 

Unit level teacher assessed grades (TAGs) are an arrangement from 2020/21 and are not available for the 

units planned for 2021/22 or beyond. 

Reducing the number of assessments of optional or mandatory moderated units in 2021/22 

With the approval of the DfE, we are allowing the number of assessments of moderated units to be reduced 

where disruption to teaching and learning has been so great that it is necessary. 

Schools and colleges are best placed to decide if they need to use this adaptation. Where possible, it is 

best for your students to take all assessments to support their wider learning and progression. However, 

these adaptations are there if you need them and can apply to all students due to complete assessments 

during 2021/22. 

 

You will not be permitted to use a reduction in assessment after 2021/22. It is expected all units planned 

for 2022/23 are completed as normal.  

 

You will be required to tell us which unit assessment(s) will not be taken by your students in Year 10 or 

Year 12 (Year 11 or Year 13 in Northern Ireland). We will ask for this information during 2021/22, even if 

they are certificating in 2022/23 or beyond. 

 

If you’re teaching a course with optional and mandatory units, we ask you to prioritise the assessment of 

mandatory units. Any reduction in the assessment of moderated mandatory units, including if you’re 

teaching a course with only mandatory units, should be as a last resort where all other options to complete 

them have been exhausted. 

 

Students certificating in 2021/22 must take assessments this year. We will determine the qualification-

level result for students taking account of the reduction. You will not provide teacher assessed grades 

for these units. We recommend you aim to bank assessments (take/submit assessments) as soon as you 

can for all of your students, regardless of when they certificate. 
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We will ask you to confirm during 2021/22 if you need to use this adaptation. We will provide further 

details on this process as soon as they are available. 

 

We’ll continue to assess knowledge and understanding in the examined units for which there is no option 

to reduce the assessment. 

 

Cambridge Nationals 

The adaptation means that, if required, the number of assessments due to be taken in 2021/22 can be 

reduced by one optional moderated unit, or, where circumstances require it, one mandatory 

moderated unit: 

 

For students certificating in 2021/22 

For students certificating in 2021/22, the reduction in the number of assessments taken can only include 

mandatory moderated assessment where a qualification only has mandatory units or the student does not 

have any optional moderated assessments left to take. 

 

We've produced guidance on how the reduction of the assessment of an optional or mandatory 

moderated unit works for each Cambridge Nationals qualification for students certifying in 2021/22. 

 

For students certificating beyond 2021/22 

For students certificating beyond 2021/22, the reduction in assessment of units due to be taken in 2021/22 

can only include mandatory moderated assessment where a qualification only has mandatory units. Where 

the qualification has optional and mandatory units, we expect this group of students will take all mandatory 

assessments. 

 

A wider package of adaptations to support your students 

Our aim is to ensure the disruption you and your students have faced is considered. Alongside the 

reduction in the number of assessments of optional or mandatory moderated unit assessments to be taken, 

we’ve put in place a package of measures, so your students are not disadvantaged. We’ve summarised our 

measures here: 

Measures OCR adaptation 

Reduction in number of assessments 

taken of moderated units for all 

students due to take assessments in 

2021/22 

We are permitting schools and colleges to reduce the number 

of assessments taken of moderated units where this is 

necessary because of disruptions to teaching. For any 

exceptions and further details on how this works for your 

qualification for students certificating in 2021/22, please see 

our guidance for Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge 

Technicals 2012 and 2016. 

Unit level adaptations for all students 

due to take assessments in 2021/22 

We confirmed arrangements in November 2020. Read our 

guides to the unit-level changes we’ve made for Cambridge 

Nationals and Cambridge Technicals to make delivery easier. 

We’re checking the content to make sure it is still relevant and 

appropriate. If any small changes are required, we will let you 

know in the autumn term. 

Assessing learners work from home 

for all students due to take 

assessments in 2021/22 

We confirmed that teachers can assess learners’ work which is 

done remotely (‘at home’). 
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