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Tried, tested and dare I say 
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Connect 4 

Snakes and ladders 

Articulate 

Rapidough 

Pictionary 

Revision pong 

Million pound drop 

Charades 

Snooker 

Dominoes 

Blockbusters 

Snap 

Jenga 

Challenge grids 

Plickers 

Spider diagrams 

Past paper exams 

Nightmare exam 

Create a mark scheme  

Zone of relevance 

Websites 
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Quiz-quiz-trade 

Revision clock 

BUG 

Shrink it down 

Consult an expert 

Snowballing 

Question tennis 

Paper chains 

Bunting 

Plasticine 

Revision guide 

Flash cards 

Revision stations 

Youtube 

Model answers 

Create a song 

Knowledge trading 

Progress tracking 

Instructions 

Whiteboards 

 

 

Note cards 

Voice memos 

Summary booklets 

Mnemonics 

Venn diagrams 

Foldable revision 

Reverse highlighting 

Revision timetable 

Highlighting 

The Gamble 

Guess who 

Taboo 

Cowboy shootout 

Speed dating 

Find someone who 

Layered spider diagrams 

Saboteur 

RAG confidence 

Command word wheel 

Chips 

 

 



How to revise.... 

 Revision is all about variety. The diagram 

below shows use how we learn. 
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How to make revision 
successful? 

 Push yourself outside 
your comfort zone 

 

 Revise in groups to 
support each other 

 

 DO NOT revise material 
you already know and 
understand... THIS IS A 
WASTE OF YOUR TIME
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Revision games 
Idea 1. Connect 4 

  A popular and engaging way 

to summarise a topic or get 

students revising. Based on the 

classic connect four game, 

students answer the question 

successfully to place a counter 

on the template. The aim of 

the game is to get four in a 

row. 

 

River landscapes 

Tectonic hazards 

Coastal landscapes 

Changing urban environments 

Tourism 

Globalisation 
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Revision games 
Idea 2. Snakes and ladders 

 A great way to summarise 

a topic or get students 

revising. Based on the 

classic game of snakes 

and ladders, students 

answer the question 

successfully to roll the 

dice and move around 

the board. The aim of the 

game is to get to the 

finish before anyone else. 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-geography-revision-snakes-and-

ladders-11398389  
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Revision games 
Idea 3. Articulate 

  The geographical 

version of the fast 

paced game will allow 

students to recall key 

word definitions and 

allow repetition – a 

great way to revise. 

http://www.teachitgeography.co.uk/resources/ks4/examination-tips/teaching-

tools/geography-articulate/26137  
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Revision games 
Idea 4. Rapidough 

 A great group revision 
task – students model 
the diagram, graph or 

landscape for their 
partners to guess. The 
more you get right the 

more of the other 
teams dough you can 
pinch, the team with 

no dough at the end it 
the loser. 

 

http://www.teachitgeography.co.uk/resources/ks4/examination-tips/teaching-

tools/geography-rapidough/26138  
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Revision games 
Idea 5. Pictionary 

 A great group revision 

task – students sketch 

or illustrate the 

diagram, graph or 

landscape for their 

partners to guess. 

 

http://www.teachitgeography.co.uk/resources/ks4/examination-tips/teaching-

tools/a-physical-geography-pictionary/26255  
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Revision games 
Idea 6. Revision pong 

 Two teams go head to 

head. Each team take 

turns throwing ping 

pong balls into the 

other teams up. When 
a ball lands in the cup 

that team must answer 

the question in the cup, 
but if they get it 

incorrect they must 

complete a forfeit.  

 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-geography-revision-pong-

11419241 
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Revision games 
Idea 7. Million pound drop 

 Students answer 

questions with 

multiple answers, 

increasing in 

difficultly in order to 

keep as much 

money as possible. 
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Revision games 
Idea 8. Charades 

 Two teams go head to 

head. Each team takes it 

in turns to think of a key 

word or process. 

 

 The student then acts 

out the word or process 

to the players. The first 

team to get the correct 

answer gets the point. 
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Revision games 
Idea 9. Snooker 

 How many points can 

your achieve? 

 

 Pot a red and then 

select a colour, then go 

back to red and so 

on... until all have been 

potted. 

 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/gcse-geography-snooker-revision-

11413126  
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Revision games 
Idea 10. Dominoes 

Create a set of dominoes 

to match up key words, 

diagrams, question and 

answers. 

 

Once made, cut them 

out and play. 
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Revision games 
Idea 11. Blockbusters 

Two teams play against each other in order to get to 

the other size of the board. 

http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters/  
Created by @MrsGeography 
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Revision games 
Idea 12. Snap 

 Design a set of flash 

cards with either keys 

words and definitions, 

features and 

sketches, questions 

and answers in order 

to play SNAP. 
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Revision games 
Idea 13. Jenga 

Pupils play a game 

of Jenga and each brick 

has a keyword 

attached. Each pupil is 

also given a worksheet 
with two columns – 

definition and write a 

sentence which includes 
the word. As they 

remove a brick from 

the Jenga tower, they 

complete the worksheet. 

 

 

 

Created by @MrsGeography 

Go back to menu 



Idea 14. Challenge grids 

 Select questions to 
answer to gain 

points, each 
question varies with 
difficulty as do the 

points. 

 

The aim is to get 30 
points in total or 

more. 

 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-revision-challenge-grids-11419317  Created by @MrsGeography 
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Idea 15. Plickers 

 A free smart phone app 

which allows teachers to 

scan student answers 

and share the results 

with the class. 

 

 There are instructions on 

the Plickers website as 
well as youtube tutorials 

to show how it works.  

 

https://www.plickers.com/  
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Idea 16. Spider diagrams  

Summarise a topic 

onto a page 

branching out 

various sub-topics  

 

List as many things 

that you need to 

know OR what you 

already know 
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Idea 17. Past paper exams  

  Practice makes 

perfect! 
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Idea 18. Nightmare before your 
exam  

Students create an exam paper OR set of 

questions that they would hate to be on the 

exam, in order target their revision. 
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Idea 19. Create a mark scheme  

Using previous mark 
schemes, get students 

to design their own 
exam paper and mark 

scheme. This could then 
be completed by 
another student. 

 

This allows students to 
understand how the 

mark scheme applies to 
questions. 

 

Created by @MrsGeography 

Go back to menu 



Idea 20. Zone of relevance  

This is where students have 
an exam question and 

use their notes or reading 
material to select the 

most relevant information 
for that specific question. 

  

This activity can help to 
understand, the most 

important and relevant 
information that 

specifically answers the 
exam question. 

 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/zone-of-relevance-11418190  
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Idea 21. Websites 

http://www.acegeography.com/wjec-b-and-yr11-
revision.html   

 
http://www.acegeography.com/water-on-the-

land.html 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zkw76sg 

  

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/  

 

http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/  

 

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography  

 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography  
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Idea 22. Quiz-Quiz-Trade  

 Each student is handed a quiz 
card, composed of a primary 

question and a challenge 
question.  

 Using the Kagan structure (Quiz-
Quiz-Trade) students rotate 

around the room quizzing other 
members of the class using their 

card. If students correctly 
answer the primary question, 
they are asked the challenge 
question. In pairs, once each 

student has been quizzed they 
are asked to swap cards and 

repeat the process again 
quizzing another class member. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/coastal-processes-quiz-quiz-trade-

11336820 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/water-cycle-and-drainage-basin-quiz-

quiz-trade-11336823  
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Idea 23. Revision clock   

 Students break down 
topics into 12 sub-topics. 

 

 In each segment students 
can make illustrate 

diagrams and summarise 
key information. 

 

 Each segment has a 5 
minute time limit, in order 
to break down learning 

into smaller pieces. 
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Idea 24. BUG 

BOX the command word 
i.e. describe, explain, 

evaluate, assess 

 

UNDERLINE key ideas to 
focus in, to understand 

what content will be 
needed in their answers 

 

GLANCE over the question 
to make sure you 

include everything 
needed 
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Idea 25. Shrink it down  

Shrink down revision 

notes in order to 

select the most 

important 

information OR 

simplify what needs 

to be learnt and 

what has already 

been learnt 
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Idea 26. Consult an expert 

Summarise topics or 
questions that you 
need additional 

help on. 

 

Then ask a friend, 
class member or 

teacher to help you 
understand what 
you are struggling 

with. 
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Idea 27. Snowballing 

 On separate pieces of paper 
write a variety of topics you 

need to revise, i.e. 
Globalisation, tectonics. 

 

 Scrunch up the paper and 
throw it around the classroom 

so others can add their 
knowledge to the piece of 

paper. 

 

 When the paper is full, open it 
out and take a picture. As a 

class you have created a 
summary sheet of information 

about that topic. 
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Idea 28. Question tennis  

Two teams go head to 

head. Each team take 

turns throwing questions 

to the other team for 

them to bat back the 

answer and a different 

question. If that fail to 

give the correct answer 

your team wins the 

point. 
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Idea 29. Paper chains  

  Give students an exam 

question, when they 

complete the question ask 

them to write each 

sentence on one strip of 

paper and see how many 

chains they can connect 

to create a chain 

demonstrating how much 

detail is in their answer. 
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Idea 30. Bunting  

 Get your class to 

design revision bunting 

consisting of key 

words, case studies, 

concepts or sketches 

with annotations. 
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Idea 31. Plasticine  

 Model diagrams and 

landforms with 

plasticine in order to 

understand various 

features.  

 

 For example cave, 

arches, stacks and 

stumps. 
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Idea 32. Revision guide  
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Idea 33. Flash cards  

 Each card has a key 

word and definition so 

students can 

constantly quiz 

themselves or in 

groups 

 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/gcse-geography-key-word-flash-cards-
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Idea 34. Revision stations  

Divide the classroom into 

various stations with 

different tasks.. 

 

Students should rotate after 
spending some time on 

each station. Theses 

stations could consist of 

various revision strategies, 
exam questions or topics. 
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Idea 35. Youtube  
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Idea 36. Create a song, rap OR 
rhyme  

 Create a song, rap or rhyme of key words or 

processes 

 

For example, the water cycle rap. 
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Idea 37. Model answers  

 Use past exam 

papers and full 

mark model 

answers to 

understand  how 

the marks are 

awarded. 
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Idea 38. Knowledge trading  

Students are given 30 cards (10 x red, 

10 x yellow and 10 x green) each 

card has a key word on linked to 

that topic. Students are asked on the 

reverse of the card to write the 
correct definition the words they 

know. 

The red cards are the hardest words 

from that topic and the green are 
the easiest.  

The aim of the game is to trade your 

cards with the other students in the 

class until you get all 30 definitions, 
i.e. students may trade two greens 

for a red – it is entirely up to them.   
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Idea 39. Progress tracking 

 Use revision lists to 

tick which sub-topics 

you have revised 

and feel confident 

about 
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Idea 40. Instructions 
A step by step guide  

 Create a step by step guide 

especially for formation 

questions, such as... 

 

– Plate boundaries 

– Fold mountains 

– Coastal landforms 

– River landforms 

– Stages of a depression 
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Idea 41. Whiteboards  

LOOK 

COVER 

WRITE 

CHECK 

REPEAT 
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Idea 42. Note cards  

Summarise important information on to 

flip cards in order to read just before 

your exam. 
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Idea 43. Voice memos  

Record your revision 

verbally, so you can 

play it back and 

listen to your revision. 

 

Use a voice memo 

app on your phone 

for FREE! 
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Idea 44. Summary booklets   
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Idea 45. Mnemonics 

Using letters to 
abbreviate words 
and stages of a 

diagram. 

 

For example this 
example is to 
remember the 

various stages of the 
butler model. 
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Idea 46. Venn diagrams  

Compare 

similarities and 

differences 

between crucial 

facts for each 

topic 
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Idea 47. Foldable revision 

This is a great strategy 
to test yourself on key 
words and definitions. 
The key words go on 

the top, whilst the 
definition is written 

underneath. 

 

A great way to keep 
your revision 

together!  
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Idea 48. Reverse highlighting 

 As you read the information, black out any words 

you do not know or think are not relevant. 

 

 Then anything that is left will be the key information. 
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Idea 49. Revision timetable 

 

Remember to tick off your 

work as you go. 
 

This will help you feel like you 

have achieved something, 

even if it is in small steps. 

You should plan your 

revision in small chucks of 

no more than 45 minutes, 

with at least a 15 minute 

break for every 45 minutes 

worth of work. This is 

proven to increase 

concentration. 

 

You should spend about 20% of 

your  time on revision for each 

subject. 

 

For example; 
If you have 4 Geography lessons 

a fortnight. This equals 4 hours. 
Therefore you should revise 

approximately 45 minutes each 

week. 
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Idea 50. Highlighting 

 Highlighting is a popular activity 

when revising, but be careful that 

you are using it for the right reasons.  

 

 Students who highlight their notes 

rarely highlight what is most 

important. Although it may look nice 

ask yourself – does it help? 

 

 Colour code your notes into 

categories. For example in 

Geography we can categorise 

information in social, economic and 

environmental. 
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Revision games 
Idea 51. The Gamble 

 In teams, students are given a 

number of betting chips. 

 

 Show each team the question and 

get them to bet how confident 

they are about the answer. Then 
show the students the multiple 

choice answers to select their 

answer.  

 If they get it correct they get the 
number of points from that chip, 

get it wrong and they lose the chip 
and gain no points. 

The team with the most points at the 
end wins.  

http://www.tutor2u.net/the-professional-teacher/blog/effective-revision-activities-the-gamble  
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Revision games 
Idea 52. Guess who 

 In pairs, students each have 

a guess who mat.  

 Each student asks yes or no 

questions to work out which 

mystery feature or word their 

opponent has. 

 When they think they know, 

or know the answer – guess. 

The student who guesses 

correct first wins. 

 This could be used for 

countries, landforms or 

features. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791  
Created by @MrsGeography 

Go back to menu 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/countries-guess-who-11430791


Revision games 
Idea 53. Taboo 

Taboo is a great game to 

recall key geographical 

words 

In groups, the aim of the 

game is for players on the 

same team to describe the 

word they have on their 

card without using the 

actual word or even other 

words listed, so the other 

player can guess the word 

correctly before the 

opposite team 
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Revision games  
Idea 54. Cowboy shootout 

 A great game for knowledge 

recall. 

 Team two students against 

each other at a time. Ask a 

question and the first to write 

and show the correct answer 

wins and stays in the game. 

 Otherwise you could line up 

your class in two lines facing 

each other, ask the question 

and the students ‘draw’ their 

answers, continue until the 

last student is standing. 
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Idea 55. Speed dating 

 Ask students to sit face to face 

in a line (even numbers works 

best). 

 Get each student to think of a 

question or case study linked to 
a topic they have studied and 

write it on a post-it note OR 

give out your own questions. 

 Each student has two minutes 
to talk about the opposite 

persons question or case study 

and then swap roles. 

 After 4 minutes ask one line of 
student to move up the line to 

the following student and 

repeat the process. 
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Idea 56. Find someone who... 

Give each student a worksheet 

Students move around the 

classroom, until they find a 

partner 

Each student asks a question 

from the worksheet and the 

other responds with the 

answer if they know it. Initial 

the box with their initials if they 

gave an answer and then go 

and find another student. 

The student to complete the 

worksheet first WINS!! 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/geography-revision-find-someone-who-11430769  
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Idea 57. Layered spider diagrams 

There are many different 

types of spider diagrams. 

This is a way of picking out 

the key points you may 

need to know about a 

topic and expanding on 

each individually with 

detail. 

 Not only does it re-cap your 

knowledge it also helps you 

to develop and revise your 

analysis to get those top 

marks! 
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Revision games  
Idea 58. Saboteur 

 Another great game for knowledge 

recall. 

In teams, each team is assigned a 

mystery ‘saboteur’. Throughout the 

game their job is to prevent their 

team from gaining the most points, 

with being discovered. 

 

There are two possible winners: the 

team who scores the highest and 

guesses their saboteur, as well as 

the saboteur who remains 

undetected and the team scores 

the lowest. 
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Idea 59. RAGing confidence 

  

  

 Provide students with a 

copy of the specification. 

Using a RAG system ask 

student to rate their 

confidence for each 

section of the 
specification. 

 

 Then ask them to 

annotate the 
specification with further 

detail of what targeted 

revision they need to do. 
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Idea 60. Command word wheel 

  

  

Get students to create their own 

version of the command 

wheel. 
 

Ask them to include a range of 

command words from 

describe to evaluate. Next to 
each command word get 

them to define what it wants 

them to do. You could even 

ask them to include an 
example question or some 

sentence starters. 

 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/geography-command-word-wheel-11444475  
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Idea 61. Chips 

This strategy can be used a 

number of ways; 

 

1. Write and define key words, by 

the end  you have created a 

portion of topic ‘chips’  

2. Explore various past paper 

questions and write these on 

their chips to practice at home 

3. Write key words on one portion 

of chips and the definitions on 

another portion. This could then 

be used as a match up game 

until all the key words have 

been defined. 
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